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New York Bans TRIS Flame Retardant
In Childcare Products

On 1 August 2011, the governor of New York approved bill A6195 “TRIS Free Children and Babies
Act” (companion bill S 4085) to prohibit the use of tris(2-chloroethyl) phosphate (TRIS, TCEP) in
childcare products for children under the age of 3 years.

TCEP or Tris(2-chloroethyl) phosphate is a low viscous and low acidic flame
retardant additive used in flexible and rigid polyurethane and polyisocyanurate
foam, unsaturated polyester resins, PVC, adhesives, elastomers, cellulose acetate,
nitrocellulose, epoxy resins etc. TCEP is also part of a chemical class of fire
retardants called “phosphate esters” and is produced by reacting phosphorus
oxychloride (a chemical derived from white phosphorus) with an alcohol. It is added
to many consumer products such as textiles, carpeting, furniture foams, and
electronics, to reduce flammability.

The new law bans the sale of such products in the
state of New York after 1 December 2013 and establishes
penalties of up to USD1,000 per day for first time violators
and up to USD2,000 for each subsequent violation. The
new law covers child care products including:

»  Baby products »  Nursing pillows
» Toys »  Crib mattresses
» Car seats »  Strollers

This is not the first time that US prohibit the use of the flame retardant tris phosphate. On 8 April 1977,
the US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) prohibited the use of tris(2,3- dibromopropyl)
phosphate (TRIS, TDBPP) in children’ s wearing apparel. The ban extended to any TRIS-treated fabric
that is uncut but is intended for sale to consumers for use in children’ s apparel.

will follow up and inform interested parties about developments on
regulations relating to consumer products as a complimentary service. Throughout our global network of
laboratories, we are able to provide a range of services, including analytical testing and consultancy for
TRIS, TCEP, TDBPP, TEPA, PBB, PBDE and other restricted substances in a comprehensive range of
consumer products for the US and worldwide markets. Please do not hesitate to contact us for further

information.
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